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SO 14000 Series

Overview

The 1SO 14000 series, is a set of voluntary
standards on environmental management that
address environmental management systems,
audits, labeling, life cycle assessments, and
performance evaluations. These standards are
developed by the International Organization for
Standardization, smply known as 1SO, whichis
a non-governmental, international group
established to promote the development and
implementation of worldwide standardization. In
addition to the | SO 14000 series, the organization
developsvoluntary international standardsfor all
types of related activities in different countries.
The organization, whose main officeislocated in
Geneva, Switzerland, is comprised of members
representing over one hundred countriesthat are

: : responsible
| SO representativefor theUnited | ¢ Broviding
Satesisthe American National | ; 1t ormation
SandardsInstitute (ANS). on interna-

tional standardization opportunities and
representing their countriesinterest.

Inorder for SO to devel op standards, anindustry
or business sector must expressaneed totheir 1ISO
country member, who makes a new standard
proposal to theentire organization. If 1SO agrees
that a new standard should be developed, it is
assigned to atechnical
committee comprised
of expertsintheareaor for_ th_e 1SO 14000
field of the proposed SIS LG 207
standard. These expertsare national delegations
that represent the viewsof afull national consensus
on the issues involved. Once a technical com-
mittee is assigned, the proposed standard goes
through three basic phases:

Technical Committee

> Consensus,
» Draft Standard; and
> Approval.

ThelSO 14000 Family

Thetechnical committeefor thel SO 14000 series
wasformed in 1993 to devel op standardsregarding
environmental management that are practical,
useful, and usable. The committee consists of
working groups in seven areas, with each group
managing distinct | SO 14000 standards. However,
the SO 14000 family can be classified into two
categories. Environmental Management Systems
(1SO 14001 and 1SO 14004) and Environmental
Management Tools (all other 1SO 14000
standards). These tools assist in obtaining
environmental goals and policies established
during the implementation of an environmental
management system (EMS).

Environmental Management Systems
ISO 14001 provides organizations with an
approach to developing and implementing an
environmental management system that identifies
and manages all environmental impacts of their
activities and services, while 1ISO 14004 aids in
establishing an EMS as outlined by 1SO 14001.
Organizations, subscribing to 1SO 14001, must
commit to establishing and maintaining a
management system that incorporates the
following el ements:

< Policy Statement: Management isrequiredto
develop and implement environmental
policies, which commits an organization to
pollution prevention, regul atory compliance,
and continual improvement.

@ Planning: Organizations must identify
impactsto the environment from operations,
track regulatory requirements, then establish
a plan to reduce these impacts and ensure
regulatory compliance.

< |mplementation & Operation: Organizations
should identify and set responsibilities for
personnel, establish training, incorporate
communication, and establish instruction for
emergency response.

@« Checking & CorrectiveAction: Organizations
are required to monitor and evaluate
established polices to identify and correct
environmental deficiencies.
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= Management Review: Organizations must
review and assess their EMS to ensure it is
operating effectively, and make adjustments
tothe systemimproving overal environmental
performance.

Environmental Management Tools
The remainder of the ISO 14000 standards
supplements and supports 1SO 14001 and 1SO
14004, providing guidance on:

» Environmental Auditing
SO 14010; 14011; and 14012.

» Environmental Labelsand Declarations
SO 14020; 14021; and 14024.

» Environmental Performance Evaluation
SO 14031.

» LifeCycleAssessment
SO 14040; 14041; 14042; and 14043.

» Environmental Termsand Definitions
SO 14050.

Certification/Registration

Of the ISO 14000 Series, the only standard for
which an organization can be registered, or
certified, is 1SO 14001. Once an organization
hasfully implemented | SO 14001, they can either
self-declare or register their compliance. To self-
declare compliance an organization’'s EMS

undergoesan internal review or audit. Inorderto
register compliance with SO 14001, an

organization's EMS must undergo an external
audit by an accredited third-party registrar.

AF Status

Presently the Air Force is evaluating a formal
environmental management system asoutlined by
SO 14001 and is participating in several pilot
studies.

Additional I nformation

Contact Mr. Scott Newquist, Environmental
Quality Directorate, Headquarters Air Force
Center for Environmental Excellence, DSN 240-
3517; or PRO-ACT at DSN 240-4240.

Web Sites

= Environmental Management Systems/I SO
14000, DENI X, https.//www.denix.osd.mil/
denix/Public/Library/EM Slems html.

< |0 Onling, Internationa Organizationfor Stan-
dardization, http://www.iso.ch/iso/en/
| SOOnline.openerpage.

= ANS Online, American National Standards
Institute, http://web.ans.org/.

Fact sheets are produced by PROACT, a service of the Environmental Quality Directorate,
Headquarters Air Force Center for Environmental Excellence (HQ AFCEE/EQ), Brooks
AFB and are intended as general guidance to inform Air Force personnel. This fact sheet

does not, nor is intended to, specify all federal, state, Department of Defense, or Air Force
requirements. Visit PROACT on the web at http://www.afcee.brooks.af.mil/pro-act or contact
us at DSN 240-4215, (800) 233-4356, or by e-mail at pro-act@hgafcee.brooks.af.mil.
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